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promote cordial relations by his jollity and geniality; the
Emperor's by a display of majesty and giants to typify the
might of Germany and to sow suspicions in his host's mind
as to the sincerity of some country with which he had
friendly relations. But to both monarchs the security of
their own countries was the end in view, though the King
sought to procure it by friendly attachments, the Emperor
by detaching the ties that bound foreign nations to each
other.

Both the King and President Loubet missed the
significance of the Emperor's descent on Tangier. Loubet
thought it an insult, best to be disregarded, the King a
malicious prank which had proved a fiasco. In reality,
it was an extremely clever move on Billow's part. The
Emperor had been shot up, a reluctant and timorous
Mephistopheles, through a trap-door in the stage of
Billow's theatre, to speak the prologue, vanishing through
it again in a cloud of sea spray when he had said his lines,
and now for the play. Under pressure from Billow the
Sultan refused to accept the administrative reforms pro-
posed by the French, and asked for a Conference of the
Powers to adjudicate. France was in a cleft stick: if
she was represented at the Conference, she admitted
the right of the Powers to have a voice in the affairs of
her protectorate; if she refused to join it, they would
be settled without her. The French Cabinet, fearful of
a rupture with Germany, eventually accepted this invita-
tion, and Delcasse, who stuck to the principle that no
assembly of Principalities and Powers could be allowed
to interfere in the management of a French protectorate,
resigned. So far Billow's play was a rousing success:
he had got rid of the main pillar of the Anglo-French
entente, and the gratified Emperor made him a Prince